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TAGS: PFOR, FR, CU 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF CARLOS RAPHAEL RODRIGUEZ TO FRANCE 

1. CARLOS RAPHAEL RODRIGUEZ, VICE PRIME MINISTER OF 
CUBA, IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN FRANCE ON AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT JANUARY 16. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE HE WILL MEET 
WITH FRENCH PRIME MINISTER JACQUES CHIRAC, AND MINISTERS 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND ECONOMY AND FINANCE. 

2. THIS WILL BE THE FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT OF A CUBAN 
LEADER TO FRANCE SINCE THE CASTRO REGIME. 

3. PRESS COVERAGE SO FAR VERY LIGHT BUT EMBASSY 
UNDERSTANDS SOME AGREEMENTS, INCLUDING SUGAR SALES, 
CULTURAL EXCHANGES, AND PERHAPS A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM, WILL BE SIGNED. 
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